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Overview and Application



Overview
The Wisconsin Valley Library Service (WVLS) is awarding scholarships to area library staff to attend the 2026 Play Make Learn Annual Conference in Madison on July 9-10, 2026. 


The Play Make Learn (PML) Annual Conference is a place for collaboration and discovery in the design, research and practice of playful learning, games for learning and positive social impact, making and makerspaces, STEAM education, research/practitioner partnerships, and arts in education (formal and informal spaces). PML creates an inspirational space for preK-12 educators, librarians, and researchers to tinker together, share knowledge, and celebrate one another’s work. More conference details can be found here: https://dpi.wi.gov/play-make-learn.


Valued at $1,000, this scholarship will only cover the following expenses: 
· Full Conference Registration (pre-conferences are not included)
· 2 nights of conference lodging 
· Round-trip mileage to Madison and hotel parking (if needed). 


Eligibility and Requirements
· [bookmark: _Hlk216174979]The applicant must: 
· complete and submit a signed application before the scholarship deadline to WVLS.
· currently be employed at a WVLS member public library. 
· have one year of experience working in public libraries at the time of application. 
· The scholarship recipient is expected to:
· attend Day 1 and Day 2 of the conference.
· make their own conference arrangements. 
· submit receipts, an expense form, and a written report highlighting conference experiences (a form will be provided), to WVLS by August 10.  
· track all expenses and cover expenses not listed above. 

To be eligible, a completed application and essay must be emailed to Jamie Matczak at jmatczak@wvls.org  by 6 p.m. on Friday, May 1.
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2026 Play Make Learn Scholarship Application

To be completed by the applicant.
Name_____________________________________________________________________________________
Library/Role_______________________________________________________________________________
Have you attended Play Make Learn in the past? Yes _____ No _____
	If yes, what year did you last attend? _______

Essay
How will your library benefit from your attendance at this conference? Please provide specific examples. This should be no more than one page in length.
[bookmark: _Hlk216176138][bookmark: _Hlk216176017]By applying, I acknowledge that accepting this scholarship is contingent upon my attending the 2026 PML Conference and completing the expectations listed on the previous page. If I am unable to attend, I will notify WVLS Education Consultant Jamie Matczak immediately.
[bookmark: _Hlk216176038]Should I be unable to fulfill these requirements, I understand that I may be asked to reimburse WVLS for the scholarship within 90 days of the conference.
Applicant Signature_______________________________________ Date_______________________________

To be completed by the Public Library Board of Trustees President
If granted a scholarship _______________________ has the ________________________________________
				(Applicant Name)				(Name of Library)		
[bookmark: _Hlk216176071]board’s permission to attend the 2026 PML Conference in Madison. The Library Board of Trustees understands that the applicant will be expected to meet the requirements listed on the previous page. If the applicant does not fulfill the requirements of this scholarship, the applicant or library may be asked to reimburse WVLS for the scholarship within 90 days of the conference.
Public Library Board President’s Name___________________________________________________________
Public Library Board President’s Signature____________________________________Date________________

[bookmark: _Hlk216176101]WVLS reserves the right to modify or decline scholarship reimbursement requests due to changes in a recipient's circumstances or unanticipated conference costs. This is to ensure compliance with WVLS policies. Additionally, WVLS may modify or amend the terms of the scholarship agreement if unforeseen circumstances arise.
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