








WVLS Staff 2024 WAPL Conference Report 
 
Name:  Brenda Walenton 
 

  
1.   What was the title of a session you attended?  
Analyzing Your Collection: Tools to Diversify & Maintain Your Children’s Collection 

 
 What two things are you taking away that you heard, or do you think are most 

important? 

I primarily went to this session to support a co-worker (Kristie was a presenter) but found it very 

interesting to hear what it takes to maintain a collection. I thought it was just about purchasing 

the newest books – didn’t realize all the other things that need to be considered. I now realize 

how important it is to know what is in your collection and if it provides books for all patrons.  

 

 

 

 
 Were there any key websites the presenter shared or resources that people 

should check out? 

Yes, a list of tools and resources was provided to help evaluate the books in your collection and 

websites that will help you choose books that your collection might be missing 

 

 

 

 

 
 What was the audience reaction to this session? What kinds of feedback was 

given?   

There were various questions that were asked, and the participants seemed appreciative of the 

resources that were provided.  

 

 

 

2.    What did you enjoy most about the conference?  

I enjoyed meeting library directors that I had only spoken to on the phone (Brandon from 

Withee), spending time with Board members (Tom and Judy) and getting to chat with other 

member library sta  as well as sta  from other systems.  This was the first time I didn’t stay 

overnight and I missed the extra networking time on Wednesday and Thursday evening. 



 
 

WVLS Staff 2024 WAPL Conference Report 

 

Name: Kristie Hauer 
 
 

  

1.   What was the title of a session you attended?  

What is Science-Based Reading and Why Should Wisconsin Public Libraries Care? 

 

 

● What two things are you taking away that you heard or do you think are most important? 
 
This session explained Wisconsin Act 20 that was passed in 2023. While Act 20 focuses on schools, it is 
helpful for librarians to understand it and anticipate how the public library can support schools and school 
families. 
 
Science-based early literacy instruction consists of phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, phonics, 
building background knowledge, oral language development, vocabulary building, instruction in writing, 
instruction in comprehension, and reading fluency. 

 
● Were there any key websites the presenter shared or resources that people should check out? 

 

Two valuable collection development tools were shared: TeachingBooks and CCBC Recommended Book 
Search Tool (Cooperative Children’s Book Center). 

 

 

 

● What was the audience reaction to this session? What kinds of feedback was given?   
 
During the presentation, the audience responded positively to the information presented, although some felt 
slightly overwhelmed by the amount of information. Many attendees expressed a desire for more concrete 
examples of how public libraries can support Act 20. Additionally, there was a discussion about the importance 
of making materials in the library's online catalog searchable with phrasing used in Act 20 (such as decodable 
text or predictable text) for the convenience of both library staff and patrons in finding relevant resources. 
 
 
 
2.    What did you enjoy most about the conference?  
 
Attending the keynote speakers and authors at events is always a highlight for me, but what I appreciate even 
more are the informal networking opportunities during breaks. As a newcomer to WVLS, these breaks gave me 
the chance to meet many member library staff in person and learn more about them and their libraries. It was a 
great opportunity to build relationships and expand my knowledge of the library community. 
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