
Oceans of Possibilities 
bringing us All Together Now 

Melissa Highfill, Interim Director Westboro Public Library

Reflecting on 2022 Summer Reading Program - 
looking forward to 2023 Summer Reading Program



Welcome to Westboro!

● 702 population

● 124 square miles

● Town Highlights:
○ Post office

○ Bar

○ VFW

○ Baseball field

○ Small community park

○ Pine Line recreational trail

○ AWESOME LIBRARY!



The Westboro Public Library
● Started in 1947
● Now in the old Catholic 

Church
● Library is 1,500 sq ft, 

sharing the building with 
Town offices and lower 
level Community Center

● Open 27 hours a week
● Staff of 2:

○ Director 20 hours 
○ Assistant 15 hours



Children’s Area & Circulation Desk



Important Community Partnerships:

1. Local businesses 

We asked for donations of prizes and money. In return, they were recognized on 
our facebook page individually, on a running list on the bulletin board and in our 
monthly newsletter.

2. Rib Lake School District
I created a flyer, printed them and dropped them off at the school to be handed 
out the last week of school.

3. Local 4-H / UW Extension office
They created a STEM program to present one day along with social media 
promotional material. 









Don’t forget the adults!

● Have reading logs for them.

● Have some prizes available, they don’t 

always want them but sometimes they 

did take them. Candles, gift cards, 

fancy tea/chocolates (individually 

wrapped), instant coffee.

● Create themed displays for adults too!



3 things I learned:

1 Kids loved it!

● The excitement of 

reading to get to the 

next level and earn 

prizes kept them 

motivated.

2
Paper logs work 
better for us.

● Kids loved coloring in 
their log books and 
returning them once 
filled.

● Badge books are cute 
but they weren’t 
brought back as often, 
plus they were $$..

3
Gather ideas 
wherever you can.

● CSLP website and handbook.
● Facebook groups:

○ CSLP
○ Programming 

Librarian Interest 
Group

○ Library Think Tank 
#ALATT

○ Library Bulletin 
Boards and Displays



When coming up with ideas, 
sometimes we got very 
literal.

Meet Kiki and Mango, my 
son’s two hermit crabs. He 
let me borrow them for a 
week to bring to the library 
so we did all things hermit 
crab. 

The kids went nuts for Kiki 
and Mango.



Think Big!
…never did I ever believe that I would 

get a chance to host an author that is 

beloved by my community. 

Victoria Houston changed that for me.



Main performer:
Dinosaur Dimensions



Time to Celebrate!





2022 Statistics:

Readers signed up:

● Elementary & Pre: 26 
● MS/HS: 9
● Adult: 8

35,910 minutes read

45 people came to the end of the 

summer ice cream party



Ideas for 2023: kindness, friendships, neighbors

Characters: Elephant & Piggie ; Calvin & Hobbes ; Charlotte & Wilbur ; Frog & Toad, 

Sesame Street characters, Mr. Rogers, etc. 

Crafts: Friendship bracelets, painted rocks (Kindness Rocks Project), cards for nursing 

home, handprint garland, etc.

Other Ideas: Invite community partners to come visit and talk/read for storytime. 

Firefighters, Chefs, Police Officers, Community Leaders. 


