
Diversity Stats

2018



Author/Illustrator Data

• Heritage
• Gender
• LGBTQ+
• Disability



Book Data
• Broad “diversity subject” for book as a whole

• Heritage (the 4 usual “categories” + brown skin unspecified & Middle East)
• Religion
• Disability
• LGBTQ+

• Detailed info about primary and secondary characters
• Character Type (Human, Animal, Other)
• Gender
• Heritage (including White)
• Religion
• Disability
• LGBTQ+



Stats: 2017 v. 2018
African or African American

Own Voices

% of books about Africans/African Americans 
that were also by Africans/African Americans

2017: 31.5%

2018: 37.3% 

Total books logged in 2017: 3,700

Total books logged in 2018: 3,617
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Stats: 2017 v. 2018
Latinx

Own Voices

% of books about Latinx that were also by
Latinx

2017: 33.5%

2018: 39.4% 

Total books logged in 2017: 3,700

Total books logged in 2018: 3,617
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Stats: 2017 v. 2018
Asian/Pacific or Asian/Pacific American

Own Voices

% of books about Asians/Pacifics or 
Asians/Pacifics Americans that were also by
Asians/Pacifics or Asian/Pacific Americans

2017: 40.1%

2018: 38.2% 

Total books logged in 2017: 3,700

Total books logged in 2018: 3,617
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Stats: 2017 v. 2018
First/Native Nations

Own Voices

% of books about people of First/Native 
Nations that were also by people of 
First/Native Nations

2017: 52.8%

2018: 55.8% 

Total books logged in 2017: 3,700

Total books logged in 2018: 3,617
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Own Voices: Before



Own Voices: Now

Now we can determine which books are Own Voices in many different ways.
• Race/ethnicity
• Gender
• LGBTQ
• Disability
• Religion





Examples of Additional 2018 Stats

• Type of book
• Picture Book: 1,444
• Fiction: 1,351
• Nonfiction: 822

• Fiction—Genre
• Contemporary: 593
• Fantasy or Animal Fantasy: 539
• Graphic Novels or Graphic Nonfiction: 152
• Historical: 134
• Science Fiction: 74



Examples of Additional 2018 Stats

• Type of character
• Human: 2,379
• Animal: 716

• Examples: 70 dogs; 56 bears; 48 cats; 36 birds; 21 dinosaurs; 14 monkeys; 1 
badger, etc.

• More than twice as many dog primary characters as Indigenous primary 
characters

• Other: 230
• Examples: 25 monsters; 18 fairies; 9 trucks; 1 tomato; 1 potato, etc.





Examples of Additional 2018 Stats
• LGBTQ

• Character or Subject: 118
• Primary character is a lesbian of color: 11
• Transgender primary character: 7

• Nonfiction: 3

• Religion—Character or Subject
• Jewish: 59
• Muslim: 50
• Christian: 29
• Hindu: 14

• Disability—Character or Subject: 160
• Physical Disability: 66

• Use of wheelchair: 18



Requests Received

• Percentages of female authors and female primary characters across 
all publishers 

• List of translated books
• List of picture books with Dominican American characters and/or 

topics
• List of fiction books with Asian American female primary characters
• Number of books with primary characters of color with disabilities 
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