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1
Use the

Universal Digital Layout (UDL)
for summary pages.

Front pages, section pages, landing pages, menu pages



1st, a little context

OK, so what’s 
the UDL?



Since time immemorial, 
publishers have been producing 

documents on a grid of…
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For the 1st time, readers could 
consume the same document 
through differently sized and 
differently oriented devices.





Problem:
You can’t 
squeeze a 

broadsheet into a 
1-column device 
that fits in your 

pocket. 

Solution:
Responsive

web design built 
on 2 amazing 

CSS frameworks 
free and available 

to all.



Launched within 6 mos of each other in 2011
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https://www.worldcampus.psu.edu/
https://web.archive.org/web/20050812012308/http:/www.worldcampus.psu.edu:80/wc/index.shtml


npr.orgPre-iPhone

Column grid

Fixed-width container, 
multiple columns

Columns that shrink relative 
to viewport width

Scrolling avoidance 
strategies

Analogy: newspapers, 
mags, brochures

UDL

Row grid

 Responsive container, 
full-width rows

Columns within rows that 
stack relative to viewport 

width

Potentially limitless scrolling

Analogy: presentation
slides 

http://www.npr.org/
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2
If you use a 2-column, 66%-33% 

layout on detail pages …



… make the right column 
relevant to the page’s topic.

https://www.gov.uk/mature-student-university-funding


3
Write for search engines & 

screen readers, and we humans 
will understand you better.



Make sure every page has a 
focus keyword or keyword 

phrase.

“Central Wisconsin Book Festival”



Use the focus keyword 
throughout the doc.

<title>Central Wisconsin Book Festival – Marathon County Public 
Library</title>

<description>Central Wisconsin Book Festival is awesome in 160 
characters or less</description>

<h1>Central Wisconsin Book Festival has something for 
everyone</h1>

<p>The Central Wisconsin Book Festival is really awesome.</p>

<img alt=“People smiling at the Central Wisconsin Book Festival”>



Write at least 300 words on the 
topic of the focus keyword.

Google thinks less than 300 words is “thin 
content” — meaning the page doesn’t have very 
much of value to say on the topic.



Be meticulous about using 
semantic HTML heading elements 

to organize your content.

Use an h1 element for the big 
headline

<h1>



Be meticulous about using 
semantic HTML heading elements 

to organize your content.

Always use h1, h2, h3, h4 
elements in proper order

<h2>

<h3>

<h3>

<h2>



Be meticulous about using 
semantic HTML heading elements 

to organize your content.

Always use h1, h2, h3, h4 
elements in proper order

Never use a bold paragraph 
for a subhead

<h2>

<h3>

<h3>

<h2>



4
Build a robust YouTube channel 
and embed video content into 

your pages.



The most-watched content category 
on YouTube: how-to videos

“I watch YouTube to solve a 
problem with job, studies, hobbies.”

“I watch YouTube to learn new 
things.”

Why you should lean into how-to content in 2018, Think With Google

72% 86%

https://www.thinkwithgoogle.com/advertising-channels/video/self-directed-learning-youtube/


5
Use a well supported Content 
Management System (CMS) as 

your website platform, and 
elements 1-4 will be baked in.
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