Libraries Win Welbsite Services
Website Design: Getting Started

Planning Your Website
1. What aspects of your current website do you like? Why?
2. Specifically, what content on your current website would you like on the new website?
3. What would you like to have on your website that you do not have now?
4. Browse existing library websites and take screen shots of pages and aspects of pages
that you like.
What other non-library websites do you like? Why?
Sketch out how you would like your website to look. You don’t have to be an artist.
7. Start working on menu terms. Do you still like the terms you have on your current
website? Brainstorm potential menu terms. Write them on post-it notes and place them
on the wall. Do you like the order they are in? Would you like drop-down menus?
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Platform
1. WordPress and specifically the Divi Theme is supported by Libraries Win services.
2. The web platform and design are responsive, keep this in mind when designing
webpages. What changes when the website is viewed on a tablet or phone compared to
a computer?

3. Browse the Divi Theme module tutorials.
a. Learning the Basics
b. Using the Builder
c. Divi Modules

4. Browse websites built using Divi to see what the theme can do.

Getting Started
Send the information below to help@librarieswin.org
1. Logo (png)
2. Library color definitions (#hex, RGB, CMYK)
3. Contact information (staff, phone, emails)
4. Address and Hours

Design Details
Color
1. Does your library have a logo you can use?
2. Use the colors in your logo as you build your website for a coordinated look. A color
scheme encourages a foundation for design.
3. Resources: Tiger Color, Adobe Color CC, ColourLovers, and more.
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https://www.elegantthemes.com/gallery/divi/
https://www.elegantthemes.com/documentation/divi/
https://www.elegantthemes.com/documentation/divi/basics/
https://www.elegantthemes.com/documentation/divi/builder/
https://www.elegantthemes.com/documentation/divi/modules/
https://www.elegantthemes.com/showcase/
mailto:help@librarieswin.org
http://www.tigercolor.com/color-lab/color-theory/color-theory-intro.htm
https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel/?base=2&rule=Triad&selected=4&name=My%20Color%20Theme&mode=rgb&rgbvalues=0.7,0.5784427871167145,0.06999999999999998,0.09999999999999998,1,0.920007728382734,1,0.807052043042404,0,0.8,0.07999999999999999,0.7210557438860088,0.7,0.018846870862744947,0.6253151012785304&swatchOrder=0,1,2,3,4
http://www.colourlovers.com/palettes

Images

4. Think about the images you will use. Avoid clipart. Use real photos and images.
a. Real photos not an option? Browse stock photos from these reputable resources,
follow copyright use, and give owners credit: Shutterstock, iStockphoto, Flickr,
Pexels, and more.
5. Consider the rule of thirds, balance, weight, color and other design principles when
taking photos. (See the WVLS Design Basics presentation).
6. Lightingis key!
7. Use photo editing software to adjust, resize, and optimize your photos. GIMP is a free
resource that is very similar to Photo Shop.

Website Testing Tips

1. Keep your web design team small during brainstorming process. Too many opinions in
the beginning may slow down the process.

2. Revise, revise, revise.

3. Begin incorporating more team members as you progress. This way you can get
feedback gradually.

4. Incorporate user testing in a manageable way. Trusted patrons, staff’s relatives, library
board members. Try a website scavenger hunt for a specific piece of information or
picture.

Resources
Books
1. Create Your Own Website The Easy Way. Alannah Moore. 2016
2. Creating a Website: The Missing Manual. Matthew MacDonald. 2015
3. Create Your Own Web Site or Blog. Matt Anniss. 2017
4. Responsive Web Design in Practice. Jason Clark. 2015

Webinars

1. Building a User-Friendly Library Website. Sessions 1-3. RAILS Library System. 2014
2. Web Trends to Watch in 2017. David Lee King. Wild Wisconsin Winter Web Conference.
2017.

Articles

1. Alton, Larry. “The Right Color Choices for Your Website.” Website Magazine. July 19,
2017.

2. Anderson, Matt. “20 Great Public Library Websites.” 2013.
3. Website Design — Library Success: A Best Practices Wiki.
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https://www.shutterstock.com/?kw=shutterstock&gclid=CNjghdni1tICFQ-1wAodP-gCzg&dclid=CMvritni1tICFVRLAQodnpYD2Q
http://www.istockphoto.com/?esource=SEM_IS_GO_US_Brand_iStockphoto_EN_Exact_Misspellings&kw=US_Misspellings_Exact_itstockphoto_e&kwid=s_43700014088028661_dc&pcrid=138353385356&gclid=CITzg8ji1tICFQenaQodoMoD1g&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.flickr.com/
https://www.pexels.com/search/book/
http://www.photographymad.com/pages/view/rule-of-thirds
https://divi-test.wvls.org/marketing/
https://www.gimp.org/
https://www.railslibraries.info/services/ce-archives/1
https://vimeo.com/201001863
https://www.websitemagazine.com/blog/the-right-color-choices-for-your-website?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter
http://www.mattanderson.org/blog/2013/02/11/20-great-public-library-websites/
http://www.libsuccess.org/Website_Design

